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Dorset’s pivotal role in the Second World War is
well known, not least thanks to the researches and
publications of Rodney Legg. In this new book, he
turns his attentions to the county in the Great War
– the experience on the Home Front and Dorset’s
contribution to the eventual victory.

Covering subjects as diverse as the Dorset
Regiments, the vital Naval presence at Portland and
Dorset’s War Poets, Rodney Legg also emphasizes
that in terms of interest for the reader, “the bonus
is that much of what happened in Dorset during the
First World War turns out to have been either
directly or indirectly due to the ideas and
enthusiasms of Winston Churchill,” including the
ground-breaking development of the tank.

Packed with information and illustrated with historic
images, Dorset in the First World War is a fascinating
portrait of how the “War to End all Wars” impacted
on what in other circumstances might have
remained a largely remote and bucolic corner of
rural England, that instead was thrust into the
maelstrom of international conflict.
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Rodney Legg was one of Dorset’s
most prolific authors. His writings
expanded from journalism into
archaeological and countryside books,
mostly about the county, which by the
late 1990s had made him Dorset’s
premier living historian.  He also
developed a particular specialism in
local war and military studies. Much of
his research, for works such as Dorset’s
War Diary, was achieved through
interviews of survivors and witnesses.
In the last years of his life he turned
his attention from the county in the
Second World War to its experiences
in the First.  Nationally, he was chair-
man of the Open Spaces Society, and
was a member of the Ruling Council
of the National Trust from 1990 until
2009. Rodney Legg died in 2011,
shortly after completing this book.
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German prisoners built a rail link from
Wool to Bovington.

Trench-crossing demonstration at Bovington.

Dorchester Prison Guards’ Camp beside Poundbury hill-fort.

Right: Loading a 21-inch
torpedo into an H-class 
submarine at Portland.

Below:  HMS Formidable
sailing with the 5th Battle
Squadron.

Example of a double page spread

Horse muster in the square at Broadwindsor on 5 August 1914. 


